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On Aug. 19, representatives of Colombia's political parties, major labor unions and the Catholic
Church convened with guerrilla delegates to draft proposals for discussion at the inauguration of
a "national reconciliation commission" on Aug. 22 in Bogota. In an interview with Prensa Latina,
Jose Antequera, a representative of the leftist Patriotic Union (UP) who attended the meeting,
described proposals offered by rebel groups. He said that Alfonso Cano, member of the general
secretariat of the Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC), focused on the drafting of
a new constitution. Another proposal introduced by the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinating
Committee, said Antequera, addressed the need to end the "dirty war" in Colombia, waged by
paramilitary groups against trade union leaders, political and human rights activists, and peasants.
Antequera added that the rebel delegates also proposed restructuring the nation's oil industry,
with particular attention on concessions extended by the government to foreign oil companies.
The National Liberation Army (ELN) has temporarily ceased attacks on oil pipelines in northern
Colombia as a "contribution to the intitiation of the peace process." Antequera said the rebels had
requested that President Virgilio Barco's government respect international accords which would
lead to "humanizing" the war. The UP member stated that guerrilla delegates would not attend the
commission inauguration in Bogota on Aug. 22 for security reasons. (Basic data from Prensa Latina,
08/20/88)
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